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― Topics  ―――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
【１】[Spring is coming!] End of the coldest season and the beginning of 

the season of flowers and lush greenery in Japan! 
【２】[Flowery island Awaji!] Enjoy narcissuses and orchids! 
【３】[Meet monkeys in Japan!] Awajishima Monkey Center (Sumoto 

City) and Ruri-ji Temple Monkey Park (Sayo Town) 
【４】[See huge whirlpools from a boat!] Let's go see some of the largest 

whirlpools the world! (Minami-awaji City) 
【５】[Active businesspersons in India from Hyogo and Kansai!] Joint 

new year's party for Kansai people in Delhi (Jan. 31) 
【６】[Expanded economic exchange with Latin American countries!] A 

tire maker from Hyogo advances in Paraná State, Brazil 
【７】[Learn about life in Africa!] AFRIC Africa Photo Exhibition (Feb. 

1-Mar. 14, Chuo-ku, Kobe)  
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
【１】[Spring is coming!] End of the coldest season and the beginning of 

the season of flowers and lush greenery in Japan! 
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
According to the calendar, Feb. 4 is the beginning of spring and the 
coldest day of the year.  After this, the spring season starts in Japan. 
The day before (Feb. 3) is called setsubun, and traditional events take 
place, such as scattering beans while chanting "Oni-wa soto, fuku-wa 
uchi" (out with the evil, in with fortune), and eating a sushi roll while 
sat facing the lucky direction of the year.  This is a Japanese custom of 
praying for the good health and happiness of the family. 
The soybeans that people scatter and nori seaweed used for sushi rolls 
are famous products of Hyogo!  Hyogo's foods play a vital role in 
Japanese traditional culture.  
 
*Setsubun 
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E7%AF%80%E5%88%86 (Japanese) 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Setsubun (Wikipedia) (English) 
 
*Nori seaweed from Hyogo 
http://www.jf-net.ne.jp/hggyoren/INDEX/hyougyoren/jiannnai/rorikai/hnori/
norih.htm (Japanese) 
 
*Nori seaweed (Wikipedia) 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nori (English) 
 
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
【２】[Flowery island Awaji!] Enjoy narcissuses and orchids! 
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
Blessed with a warm climate, Awaji Island is full of beautiful flowers even in 
winter! 
In one of the three greatest narcissus fields in Japan, the Nada Kuroiwa 
Narcissus Field in Minami-awaji, you can enjoy five million narcissuses.  
Meanwhile, in Awaji Yumebutai, an orchid exhibition is now on where you 



can see rare orchids including some publicly shown in Japan for the first time! 
(- Mar. 11)  
Another must-see spot is Awaji Hanasajiki (Awaji City), where you can enjoy 
fields of seasonal flowers all year round. 
Visit flowery island Awaji by taking the world's longest suspension bridge, 
Akashi Kaikyo Bridge, and enjoy the early arrival of spring.  

 
*Nada Kuroiwa Narcissus Field 
http://www.city.minamiawaji.hyogo.jp/index/page/ddb66781fcc06f065313bc4
6a717227f/ (Japanese) 
http://www.hyogo-tourism.jp/english/spot/154_nadakuroiwa.html (English) 
 
*Narcissus spots in Hyogo 
http://www.hyogo-tourism.jp/hanadokoro/jan.html (Japanese) 
 
*Orchid exhibition 2012 at Awaji Yumebutai  
(Plants Museum of Miracle Planet, - Mar. 11) 
http://www.kisekinohoshi.jp/ (Japanese) 
 
*Plants Museum of Miracle Planet 
http://www.kisekinohoshi.jp/english (English) 
 
*Awaji Hanasajiki 
http://www.hyogo-park.or.jp/hanasajiki/contents/about/ (Japanese) 
http://www.hyogo-tourism.jp/english/spot/152_awajisajiki.html (English) 
 
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
【３】[Meet monkeys in Japan!] Awajishima Monkey Center (Sumoto 

City) and Ruri-ji Temple Monkey Park (Sayo Town) 
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
The Japanese macaque is the northernmost-living monkey in the world.  
Also known as the snow monkey, it is famous worldwide for the habit of 
bathing in hot springs in snowy mountains. 
You can see Japanese macaques in Hyogo!  At Awajishima Monkey 
Center (Sumoto City) and Ruri-ji Temple Monkey Park (Sayo Town), you 
can enjoy the rare experience of seeing wild monkeys!  200 monkeys 
gather there for feeding, and are shown to the public.  

 
*Awajishima Monkey Center  
http://www.monkey-center.com/ (Japanese) 
 
*Ruri-ji Temple Monkey Park 
http://www5c.biglobe.ne.jp/~hunakosi/ (Japanese) 
 
*Japanese macaque 
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E3%83%8B%E3%83%9B%E3%83%B3%E3%
82%B6%E3%83%AB (Japanese) 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_macaque (English) 
 
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
【４】[[See huge whirlpools from a boat!] Let's go see some of the largest 

whirlpools the world! (Minami-awaji City) 



――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
Oh no!!!!!  We are being sucked into a whirlpool!! 
Why not see great, dynamic whirlpools from a boat? 
Some of the world's largest whirlpools (which sometimes reach 30m in 
diameter) appear in the Naruto Strait between Awaji Island and Naruto 
City (Tokushima Pref.). 
Spring (especially March) is the season when whirlpools reach the 
biggest size.  Whirlpool-seeing boats depart from Fukura Port in 
Minami-awaji City. 
 
*Whirlpools in Naruto (Wikipedia) 
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E9%B3%B4%E9%96%80%E3%81%AE%E6%
B8%A6%E6%BD%AE (Japanese) 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naruto_whirlpools (English) 
 
*Charms of whirlpools 
http://www.uzu-shio.com/fan_uzushio/index.php (Japanese) 
 
*Sightseeing in Awaji, including whirlpools (introduced by Kanrinmaru, 
whirlpool cruise boat)
http://www.uzu-shio.com/fan_awaji_shima/sightseeing.php (Japanese) 
 
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
【５】[Active businesspersons in India from Hyogo and Kansai!] Joint 

new year's party for Kansai people in Delhi (Jan. 31) 
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
On Jan. 31, businesspersons from Kansai and western Japan working 
in India held a joint new year's party in New Delhi, organized mainly by 
Hyogo kenjinkai and people from Osaka.  The power of Kansai's 
businesses dominates India as well! 
Including the one in India, 16 Hyogo kenjinkai in 11 countries 
worldwide serve as places to deepen friendship and exchange 
information among people who are associated with Hyogo. 
Hyogo's network is growing around the globe! 
 
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
【６】[Expanded economic exchange with Latin American countries!] A 

tire maker from Hyogo advances in Paraná State, Brazil 
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
The state of Paraná and Hyogo Prefecture have been deepening 
exchange with each other since the sister state agreement in 1970.  A 
tire maker, Sumitomo Rubber Industries, Ltd. (HQ in Kobe), 
well-known for the Dunlop brand, is now expanding in Paraná. 
Brazil is now in the process of great economic development.   This 
movement by a company from Hyogo, supported by the friendship 
between Paraná and Hyogo, is expected to make a great contribution for 
further economic exchange between Japan and Brazil! 
 
*Sumitomo Rubber Industries, Ltd. 
http://www.srigroup.co.jp/ (Japanese) 
http://www.srigroup.co.jp/english/index.html (English) 
 



――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
【７】[Learn about life in Africa!] AFRIC Africa Photo Exhibition (Feb. 

1-Mar. 14, Chuo-ku, Kobe)  
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
This is an exhibition that introduces lives of children in Africa. 
This exhibition showcases photos and essays by members of an NPO 
called AFRIC Africa, who have conducted their activities under the 
same roof as local people in many places in Africa. 
The event is being held from Feb. 1 through Mar. 14 at the Hyogo 
International Plaza located in HAT Kobe. 

 
*AFRIC Africa Photo Exhibition 
http://afric-africa.vis.ne.jp/annai54 (Japanese) 
 
*AFRIC Africa 
http://afric-africa.vis.ne.jp/index.htm (Japanese) 
http://afric-africa.vis.ne.jp/english.htm (English) 
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We hope you enjoyed reading the 52nd -1 issue of HYOGO Quick Info,  
and hope you found the information useful.   
We will have more news for you in the next issue. 
 
Issued by: HYOGO Quick Info Secretariat  
 


