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― Topics  ―――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
【１】[Enjoy spring in Japan!] Cherry blossoms in Japan's most 

beautiful season  
【２】[Super kids perform in Paris!] Students from elementary to high 

schools perform in concerts at UNESCO headquarters and other 
venues! (Mar. 9-11)  

【３】[Enjoy the tastes of spring in Awaji!] Awaji Island Spring Messe 
(Mar. 24-25, Awaji City) 

【４】[Kobe's best tastes are here!] A food festival "Kobe Amuser" to be 
held! (Mar. 25, Minato-no-mori Park, Kobe) 

【５】[Foreign companies meet in Hyogo!] Hyogo Global Business 
Summit ~ with participation from top global companies ~ (Mar. 14, 
Kobe)  

【６】[Hyogo's delicacies advance to Hong Kong!] Hyogo agricultural 
and fishery products fair in Hong Kong! (Feb. 21-27, Hong Kong)  

 
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
【１】[Enjoy spring in Japan!] Cherry blossoms in Japan's most 

beautiful season  
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
Spring has come, and soon the cherry blossoms will be in full bloom!  
With their beautiful and transient way of blooming and falling, cherry 
blossoms have long been loved by the people of Japan.  One of the most 
beautiful seasons in Japan is now here, and famous cherry viewing 
spots will be crowded with visitors. 
Hyogo also has many recommended spots.  Flower viewing parties 
under the graceful cherry blossoms with families and friends are a 
seasonal sight in Japan.  Enjoy spring Japanese style, here in Hyogo! 

 
*Cherry blossoms viewing spots in Hyogo 
http://www.mapple.net/sp_sakura/list.asp?PREF=28 (Japanese) 
*Hanami (Flower viewing) 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanami (English) 
 
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
【２】[Super kids perform in Paris!] Students from elementary to high 

schools perform in concerts at UNESCO headquarters and other 
venues! (Mar. 9-11)  

――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
Super Kids Orchestra (SKO) is an orchestra led by world-renowned 
conductor, Mr. Yutaka Sado.  This is a project to train future musicians 
on the same stage as professionals.  The orchestra is made up of 
students from elementary to high schools, and they practice every day at 
the Hyogo Performing Arts Center (Nishinomiya City). 
This month, the super kids went to perform in Paris!  On the occasion 
of the one year anniversary of the Great East Japan Earthquake, they 
performed at Notre Dame Cathedral as well at the UNESCO 
headquarters.  They conveyed a sense of gratitude and energy from 



Japan.  
 
*Website to support SKO 
http://sko.konzert.jp/index.html (Japanese) 
 
*Performance at UNESCO (Mar. 11) 
http://sko.konzert.jp/unesco2012.html (Japanese) 
 
*Hyogo Performing Arts Center 
http://www1.gcenter-hyogo.jp/sysfile/center/top.html (Japanese) 
http://www1.gcenter-hyogo.jp/sysfile/center_e/e_top.html (English) 
 
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
【３】[Enjoy the tastes of spring in Awaji!] Awaji Island Spring Messe 

(Mar. 24-25, Awaji City)  
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
Awaji Island is a treasure trove of delicious food, from onions and Awaji 
beef to an abundance of seafood.  This bounty will be gathered at "Food 
Brand Awaji Island Spring Messe" to be held on Mar. 24 and 25 at a 
resort facility called Awaji Yumebutai (Awaji City).  Alongside a 
variety of food stalls, you can enjoy local dishes/cuisine such as Awaji 
burgers and sweets! 
This event is a part of Awaji Flower Festival to be held from Mar. 17 
through May 27.  The Festival includes many other fantastic events all 
around Awaji.  Enjoy spring in Awaji Island, which is blessed with a 
warm climate.  
 
*Awaji Island Spring Messe 
http://brand-awajishima.com/ (Japanese) 
 
*Awaji Flower Festival 
http://www.awajihanamatsuri.com/ (Japanese) 
 
*Awaji Yumebutai 
http://www.yumebutai.co.jp/ (Japanese) 
http://www.yumebutai.org/english/yumebutai/yumebutai.html (English) 
 
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
【４】[Kobe's best tastes are here!] A food festival "Kobe Amuser" to be 

held! (Mar. 25, Minato-no-mori Park, Kobe)  
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
This festival is full of fun events: Kiyomori Menu Grand Prix - a  
competition in which participants cook using local ingredients from Hyogo 
and Kobe, music events, prize drawing, a yes/no quiz, a lecture on food by 
top chef and patissier with tasting, and a direct market of vegetables by 
farmers from Nishi-ku, Kobe.   
Let's go and enjoy Kobe Amuser, one of Japan's largest food theme parks! 

 
Date and time: Mar. 25 (Sun.) 10:00-16:00 
Venue: Minato no Mori Park (Kobe) 
 



*Kobe Amuser 
https://www.kobedays.com/event/kfw/event/detail/724 (Japanese) 
 
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
【５】[Foreign companies meet in Hyogo!] Hyogo Global Business 

Summit ~ with participation from top global companies ~ (Mar. 14, 
Kobe)  

――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
On Mar. 14, the Hyogo Global Business Summit was held at Hyogo 
House, where top executives from foreign/foreign-affiliated companies 
with their headquarters or hubs in Kobe and the Governor of Hyogo 
exchanged opinions for more vital economic exchange.  Participating 
companies included Eurocopter Japan Co., Ltd., IKEA Japan K.K., 
Nestlé Japan Ltd., Procter & Gamble Japan K.K., Umicore Japan K.K. 
At the reception held in the evening, more than 150 participants, 
including those from domestic companies in Hyogo, deepened friendship 
and utilized the opportunity for business talks and networking. 
Kobe, an international city, is home to an airport and seaport that are 
both easily accessible from the city center, as well as a good living 
environment which is popular among residents from overseas.  These 
are some of the reasons it attracts many global companies.  

*Eurocopter Japan Co., Ltd. 
http://www.eurocopter.co.jp/index.html (Japanese) 
http://www.eurocopter.com/site/en/ref/home.html (English) 
 
*IKEA Japan K.K. 
http://www.ikea.com/jp/ja/ (Japanese) 
http://www.ikea.com/jp/en/ (English) 
 
*Nestlé Japan Ltd. 
http://www.nestle.co.jp/Pages/Nestle.aspx (Japan) 
http://www.nestle.com/Pages/Nestle.aspx (English) 
 
*Procter & Gamble Japan K.K. 
http://jp.pg.com/ (Japanese) 
http://www.pg.com/en_US/worldwide_sites.shtml (Multilingual) 
 
*Umicore Japan K.K. 
http://www.umicore.jp/ja/ (Japanese) 
http://www.umicore.com/en/aboutUs/profile/ (English) 
 
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
【６】[Hyogo's delicacies advance to Hong Kong!] Hyogo agricultural 

and fishery products fair in Hong Kong! (Feb. 21-27, Hong Kong)  
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
From Feb. 21 to 27, a food fair of Hyogo's agricultural and fishery 
products was held in Hong Kong.  Every day, many visitors came and 
enjoyed the fair that provided 50 items brought by 16 organizations, 
including agricultural products such as onions and black soybeans, as 
well as processed foods such as kugini (stewed sand eel) and Japanese 
sake. 



Hyogo’s great-tasting specialties serve as a bridge to connect Hyogo and 
Hong Kong!  
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We hope you enjoyed reading the 53rd-1 issue of HYOGO Quick Info,  
and hope you found the information useful.   
We will have more news for you in the next issue. 
 
Issued by: HYOGO Quick Info Secretariat  


