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― Topics ―――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
【１】[SACLA (X-ray Free Electron Laser facility) begins operation!] 

"Light of dreams" is now available! (Sayo Town) 
【２】[Entrance ceremonies are a seasonal event in Japan] A season for 

both goodbyes and hellos 
【３】[Enjoy Heian culture in Kobe!] Encounter Kobe, both old and new, 

through a historical cruise & walk tour! (Mar. 24-, Kobe)  
【 ４ 】 [Queen and Princesses of Japanese Queen Scholarship 

Organization of Washington (JQSOW)] They enjoyed the charms 
of Hyogo! (Mar. 18-26) 

【５】[What is francophonie?] A festival that links you to the world via 
French language is held in Kobe! (Mar. 20, Kobe)  

【 ６ 】 [Supporting your advancement overseas!] How Hyogo 
International Business Center can help you (Since Nov. 2011, 
Kobe) 

――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
【１】[SACLA (X-ray Free Electron Laser facility) begins operation!] 

"Light of dreams" is now available! (Sayo Town)  
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
The X-ray laser, a new light of the 21st century, enables us to observe the 
atomic world clearly with a split-second flash.  Developed as a national 
project, SACLA shows us a world of 1/10,000,000 mm with the shortest 
wavelength in the world.  The facility is expected to inspire research in 
a wide variety of fields, both basic and applied, such as nanotechnology 
and structural analysis of membrane protein, which plays a vital role in 
the development of new drugs. 
Starting operation on March 7, SACLA, a facility that provides 
cutting-edge technology, will make a great contribution to the world 
from the Nishi-Harima region!  

 
*SACLA (RIKEN): 
http://xfel.riken.jp/ (Japanese) 
http://xfel.riken.jp/eng/index.html (English) 
 
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
【２】[Entrance ceremonies are a seasonal event in Japan] A season for 

both goodbyes and hellos 
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
In Japan, April is the beginning of a new year both in schools and 
company calendars.   
At schools, graduation ceremonies, where students have to part with 
old friends, are held in March, followed by entrance ceremonies in April, 
where they meet new friends. 
After saying goodbye to friends and teachers with whom they shared a 
happy and sometimes demanding school life, students will attend 
entrance ceremonies filled with expectations for new encounters. 
First-year elementary school students, still very small, walk to school 
under cherry blossoms in full bloom with brand-new schoolbags on their 



backs – this is a seasonal traditional sight in Japan. 
 
*Entrance ceremony (Web Japan): 
http://web-japan.org/kidsweb/explore/calendar/april/en-ceremony.html
(English) 
 
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
【３】[Enjoy Heian culture in Kobe!] Encounter Kobe, both old and new, 

through a historical cruise & walk tour! (Mar. 24-, Kobe)  
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
Taira no Kiyomori once established the capital of Japan in Kobe.  A 
historical cruise & walk tour, in which visitors can go around Kobe's 
attractive spots associated with Kiyomori, began this month!  Please 
feel the world of Kiyomori while thinking of old Kobe at canals and 
temples in the port town of Kobe through this new tour that started on 
Mar. 24. 
Another recommendation is Taira no Kiyomori Drama Museum and 
History Museum, which opened in Kobe on Jan. 21 with the beginning 
of NHK period drama "Taira no Kiyomori."  The total number of 
visitors to the museums has already reached 50,000! 
Kobe is full of exciting events, showcasing its charms from both the past 
and present.  Why not come and enjoy what Kobe has to offer? 
 
*Historical cruise & walk tour ~ Kobe, the town Kiyomori loved 
http://kobe-de-kiyomori.jp/travel/guide-bus.php#cruise (Japanese) 
 
*Taira no Kiyomori Drama & History Museums 
http://kobe-de-kiyomori.jp/dorama/ (Japanese) 
http://www.hyogo-tourism.jp/english/whatsnew/index.php?id=339 (English) 
 
―――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
【４】 [Queen and Princesses of Japanese Queen Scholarship 

Organization of Washington (JQSOW)] They enjoyed the charms 
of Hyogo! (Mar. 18-26) 

――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
A Queen and four Princesses of JQSOW came to Hyogo from the State 
of Washington, a sister state of Hyogo, from Mar. 18 through 26! 
They fully enjoyed the charms of Hyogo and Japan through tours to 
international exchange institutions and tourist spots in Hyogo, 
Japanese culture experiences and a home stay with Japanese families. 
Future leaders of Japanese descent from Washington, blessed with 
beauty both inside and out, will surely play an important part in 
deepening friendship between Washington and Hyogo!  
 
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
【５】[What is francophonie?] A festival that links you to the world via 

French language is held in Kobe! (Mar. 20, Kobe)  
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
Francophonie is an international movement to promote friendship, 
solidarity and diversity of language and culture, carried out by French 
speaking people worldwide.  About two hundred million people from 75 
countries and regions take part in this. 



March 20 is the anniversary of the establishment of Organisation 
Internationale de la Francophonie (International Francophonie 
Organization).  The annual festival to be held on this day around the 
globe was held in Kobe, as always! 
In Kobe, many international events like this are held throughout the 
year.  Please check our events information!  
 
*Francophonie festival in Kobe: 
http://www.hyogo-ip.or.jp/francophonie/ (Japanese) 
 
――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
【 ６ 】 [Supporting your advancement overseas!] How Hyogo 

International Business Center can help you (Since Nov. 2011, 
Kobe)  

――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――――― 
Hyogo Prefecture runs the Hyogo International Business Center to 
provide one-stop consultation services to Hyogo businesses, concerning 
the development of sales channels and the establishment of core 
facilities overseas.  It is located in Kobe and has been in operation 
since November 2011. 
Hyogo Prefecture will strongly support the global business expansion of 
companies from Hyogo, in coalition with Hyogo International Business 
Support Desks in China (Guangzhou, Shanghai, Dalian) and Viet Nam 
(Ho Chi Minh).  New Support Desks will open in India (Delhi), 
Thailand (Bangkok), and Indonesia (Jakarta) during FY2012 to provide 
enhanced consultation services. 
Hyogo International Business Center is always ready to serve you! 
 
*Hyogo International Business Center 
c/o Hyogo-Kobe Investment Support Center, Hyogo Economic Development 
Center 
4th Floor, KCCI Bldg., 6-1 Minatojima Nakamachi, Chuo-ku, Kobe 
Phone: 078-302-2050 
E-mail: hkisc@staff.hyogo-iic.ne.jp 
 
*Flier (Opening of Hyogo International Business Center): 
http://web.pref.hyogo.lg.jp/ie14/documents/hyogo_kaigai_business_center_20120130.pdf
(Japanese) 

 

▼▼▼▼▽▽▽━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━━
We hope you enjoyed reading the 53rd-2 issue of HYOGO Quick Info,  
and hope you found the information useful.   
We will have more news for you in the next issue. 
 
Issued by: HYOGO Quick Info Secretariat  
 


